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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Non-Final office action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed July 7, 
2005. Claims 1, 5, 8-12, 15, 17, and 18 have been amended. Claims 21-37 have 
been added. Claims 1-37 are pending. 

2. The previously pending rejections to claims 18 and 19 under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph have been withdrawn. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-37 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 28-30 and 34-36 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
The claims begin "The method of..." but are not dependent upon independent 
method claims (i.e., claims 1 1 and 17). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, 
subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 1, 3, 12, 21, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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The basis of this rejection is set forth in a two-prong test of: 

(1) whether the invention is within the technological arts; and 

(2) whether the invention produces a useful, concrete, and tangible result. 

For a claimed invention to be statutory, the claimed invention must be within the 
technological arts. Mere ideas in the abstract (i.e., abstract idea, law of nature, 
natural phenomena) that do not apply, involve, use, or advance the technological 
arts fail to promote the "progress of science and the useful arts" (i.e., the physical 
sciences as opposed to social sciences, for example) and therefore are found to be 
non-statutory subject matter. 

For a process claim to pass muster, the recited process must somehow apply, 
involve, use, or advance the technological arts. In the present case the independent 
claims 1 and 12 recite "electronically displaying a summary of action taken on the 
order request during each processing stage." This is merely a nominal recitation of 
technology and does not overcome the technological arts rejection. 

As to technological arts recited in the preamble, mere recitation in the preamble 
(i.e., intended or field of use) or mere implication of employing a machine or article of 
manufacture to perform some or all of the recited steps does not confer statutory 
subject matter to an otherwise abstract idea unless there is positive recitation in the 
claim as a whole to breathe life and meaning into the preamble. Further, generating 
a display and prompting a client, etc., are considered nominal recitations of 
technology in the claim, and do not overcome the rejection. 
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Additionally, for a claimed invention to be statutory, the claimed invention must 
produce a useful, concrete, and tangible result. In the present case independent 
claims 1 and 12 notify a supplier, client, or suggested worker of the candidate 
submission or approval, thereby producing a useful, concrete, and tangible result, 
but not within the technological arts as explained above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

8. Claims 1-9, 12-24, and 31-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kurzius et al, in view of Tracey et al (USPN 6,798,413). 

As per claim 1 , Kurzius et al disclose a computer-implemented method for 
ordering workers for a client (system 10 for automated candidate recruiting and 
processing, figure 1), comprising: receiving an order request including criteria 
identifying qualifications for a worker (job posting, including candidate qualifications 
is received from employer 1304, figure 13), wherein the order request is processed 
in a number of stages (i.e., process by which new postings can be created and 
registered by an employer, column 14, lines 55-56); notifying a supplier of the order 
request (i.e., recruiter is notified that a new job posting has been entered 1308, 
figure 13); receiving at least one candidate submission from the notified supplier, 
including information identifying a suggested worker intended to satisfy the order 
request (i.e., candidate profiles that match job criteria, 1312, figure 13); forwarding 
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information corresponding to the candidate submission to the client for review 
(employer informed of the ranked matchings 1314, column 15, lines 51-56); 
receiving from the client a candidate approval associated with the suggested worker 
(i.e., candidate profile is updated with indicated interest or feedback 1110, figure 11); 
and notifying the supplier of the candidate approval (i.e., recruiter is notified that 
interest has been indicated by employer, 1112, figure 1 1 ). 

Kurzius et al does not explicitly disclose displaying a summary of action taken on 
the order request during each processing stage. Tracey et al disclose managers 
able to graphically determine who is responsible for a project at any stage and the 
system displaying status information derived from a database and updated as work 
is performed (column 3, lines 1-6). Further, Tracey et al disclose applications for the 
features described in a variety of workflow contexts, including tracking and 
managing of tasks (column 5, lines 49-56), therefore it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a 
summary report display component in Kurzius et al, as seen in Tracey et al, as an 
efficient manner of tracking the status of the job posting process. 

As per claims 2 and 13, Kurzius et al disclose generating a display screen 
including a selectable template identifying predetermined qualification criteria of a 
worker (i.e., job posting form 1800, used to specify desired candidate qualifications, 
figure 18); prompting the client to complete the order request using the selectable 
template; and including in the order request the predetermined qualification criteria 



Application/Control Number: 09/774,562 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3623 

included in the selectable template (i.e., job posting form is presented to the 
employer for entry of job description 1302, column 14, lines 57-59). 

As per claim 3, Kurzius et al disclose selecting from a database, based on the 
qualification criteria included in the received order request, a particular supplier; and 
notifying the particular supplier of the order request (i.e., recruiter is notified based 
upon the qualifications of a particular candidate, column 1 4, lines 28-31 ). 

As per claims 4 and 1 4, Kurzius et al disclose notifying the client of the 
suggested worker by automatically generating and sending an electronic mail 
message to the client (i.e., employer informed of the ranked matching depending on 
the notification scheme that has been selected, including e-mail, column 15, lines 
51-56 and column 5, lines 28-32). 

As per claims 5, 15, 22, 31, and 34, Kurzius et al disclose determining the current 
stage of the order request (i.e., which step of the process the job posting is currently 
at, figure 13). Kurzius et al does not disclose generating a first display screen 
including status display components associated with each stage of-the order 
request; and modifying each status display component to reflect the current stage of 
the order request. Tracey et al disclose managers able to graphically determine who 
is responsible for a project at any stage and the system displaying status information 
derived from a database and updated as work is performed (column 3, lines 1-6). 
Further, Tracey et al disclose applications for the features described in a variety of 
workflow contexts, including tracking and managing of tasks (column 5, lines 49-56), 
therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time the invention was made to include a status display components associated with 
each stage of the order request; and modifying each status display component in 
Kurzius et al, as seen in Tracey et al, as an efficient manner of tracking the status of 
the job posting process. 

As per claims 6, 16, 23, 32, and 35, Kurzius et al does not explicitly disclose the 
status display components correspond to a series of bars equal to the number of 
stages, the method further comprising: highlighting the number of bars 
corresponding to the current stage. Tracey et al disclose managers able to 
graphically determine who is responsible for a project at any stage and the system 
displaying status information derived from a database and updated as work is 
performed (column 3, lines 1-6). Further, Tracey et al disclose a display generator 
that creates colored bars or other visually identifiable symbols on a display screen 
that symbolizes output and status (column 6, lines 47-49). In addition, Tracey et al 
disclose applications for the features described in a variety of workflow contexts, 
including tracking and managing of tasks (column 5, lines 49-56), therefore it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include a status display components correspond to a series of bars 
equal to the number of stages in Kurzius et al, as seen in Tracey et al, as an efficient 
manner of tracking the status of the job posting process. 

As per claim 7, Kurzius et al disclose generating a display screen including a 
listing of order requests associated with a particular user (i.e., the employer 
database and job posting database are updated to reflect the addition of a new job 
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posting 1306, figure 13); and associating with each order request listed in the 
second display screen the corresponding status display component (i.e., which step 
of the process the job posting is currently at, figure 13). 

As per claims 8, 24, 33, and 36, Kurzius et al does not explicitly disclose 
displaying, for each processing stage, text of an electronic mail sent to a user 
associated with the order request. However, Kurzius discloses a variety of 
communication and notification methods, including electronic mail (column 14, lines 
28-32). In addition, Tracey et al disclose managers able to graphically determine 
who is responsible for a project at any stage and the system displaying status 
information derived from a database and updated as work is performed (column 3, 
lines 1-6). Further, Tracey et al disclose applications for the features described in a 
variety of workflow contexts, including tracking and managing of tasks (column 5, 
lines 49-56), therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to include a status display components 
correspond to a series of bars equal to the number of stages in Kurzius et al, as 
seen in Tracey et al, as an efficient manner of tracking the status of the job posting 
process. 

As per claim 9, Kurzius et al disclose computer-implemented method of ordering 
workers using a network (system 10 for automated candidate recruiting and 
processing, figure 1), comprising: providing an interface in the network for clients to 
obtain workers from a supplier of workers (i.e., employer client 60 operating using 
computer 80, which includes output device 84, figures 1 and 2); permitting clients to 
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have access to the interface to specify order requests identifying an order for 
workers (i.e., requesting candidates via computer 80), the order request including 
criteria identifying qualifications for a worker (i.e., candidate qualifications), wherein 
the order request is processed in a number of stages (i.e., process by which new 
postings can be created and registered by an employer, column 14, lines 55-56); 
permitting the supplier to have access to the order request based on the qualification 
criteria (i.e., recruiter is notified that a new job posting has been entered 1308, figure 
13); and receiving at least one candidate submission from the supplier, including 
information identifying a suggested worker intended to satisfy the order request (i.e., 
employer is informed of the ranked matching 1314, figure 13). 

Kurzius et al does not explicitly disclose displaying a summary of action taken on 
the order request during each processing stage. Tracey et al disclose managers 
able to graphically determine who is responsible for a project at any stage and the 
system displaying status information derived from a database and updated as work 
is performed (column 3, lines 1-6). Further, Tracey et al disclose applications for the 
features described in a variety of workflow contexts, including tracking and 
managing of tasks (column 5, lines 49-56), therefore it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a 
summary report display component in Kurzius et al, as seen in Tracey et al, as an 
efficient manner of tracking the status of the job posting process. 

As per claim 12, Kurzius et al disclose computer-implemented method for 
ordering workers for a client (system 10 for automated candidate recruiting and 
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processing, figure 1), comprising: receiving from the client an order request including 
criteria identifying qualifications for a worker Gob posting, including candidate 
qualifications is received from employer 1304, figure 13) wherein the order request is 
processed in a number of stages (i.e., process by which new postings can be 
created and registered by an employer, column 14, lines 55-56); selecting candidate 
information from a database based on the identified qualification criteria in the order 
request, wherein the selected candidate information includes information identifying 
a suggested worker intended to satisfy the order request (i.e., candidate profile 
information in database server 30 that matches job criteria 1312, figure 13); 
forwarding the candidate information to the client for review (i.e., employer informed 
of ranked candidates 1314, figure 13); receiving from the client a candidate approval 
associated with the suggested worker; and notifying the suggested worker of the 
approval (i.e., notification that interest has been received from employer, including 
emailing the candidate, column 14, lines 28-32). 

Kurzius et al does not explicitly disclose displaying a summary of action taken on 
the order request during each processing stage. Tracey et al disclose managers 
able to graphically determine who is responsible for a project at any stage and the 
system displaying status information derived from a database and updated as work 
is performed (column 3, lines 1-6). Further, Tracey et al disclose applications for the 
features described in a variety of workflow contexts, including tracking and 
managing of tasks (column 5, lines 49-56), therefore it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a 
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summary report display component in Kurzius et al, as seen in Tracey et al, as an 
efficient manner of tracking the status of the job posting process. 

Claim 17 is rejected based upon the rejection of claim 12, since it is the computer 
program claim corresponding to the method claim. 

Claim 18 is rejected based upon the rejection of claims 5 and 6, since it is the 
interface claim corresponding to the method claims. 

As per claim 19, Kurzius et al does not disclose, a summary report display 
component displaying order identification information, the status display component, 
and information identifying an amount of time elapsed for each stage of the order 
request. Tracey et al disclose managers able to graphically determine who is 
responsible for a project at any stage and the system displaying status information 
derived from a database and updated as work is performed (column 3, lines 1-6). 
Further, Tracey et al disclose a display generator that creates colored bars or other 
visually identifiable symbols on a display screen that symbolizes output and status. 
In addition, Tracey et al disclose applications for the features described in a variety 
of workflow contexts, including tracking and managing of tasks (column 5, lines 49- 
56), therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include a status display components correspond to a 
series of bars equal to the number of stages in Kurzius et al, as seen in Tracey et al, 
as an efficient manner of tracking the status of the job posting process. 

As per claim 20, Kurzius et al disclose a computer-implemented method for 
ordering workers for a client (system 10 for automated candidate recruiting and 
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processing, figure 1), comprising: receiving an order request including criteria 
identifying qualifications for a worker (job posting, including candidate qualifications 
is received from employer 1304, figure 13), comprising generating a display screen 
including a selectable template identifying predetermined qualification criteria of a 
worker (i.e., job posting form 1800, used to specify desired candidate qualifications, 
figure 18); prompting the client to complete the order request using the selectable 
template; and including in the order request the predetermined qualification criteria 
included in the selectable template (i.e., job posting form is presented to the 
employer for entry of job description 1302, column 14, lines 57-59), selecting from a 
database, based on the qualification criteria included in the received order request, a 
particular supplier; and notifying the particular supplier of the order request (i.e., 
recruiter is notified based upon the qualifications of a particular candidate, column 
14, lines 28-31 ), notifying a supplier of the order request (i.e., recruiter is notified that 
a new job posting has been entered 1 308, figure 1 3); receiving at least one 
candidate submission from the notified supplier, including information identifying a 
suggested worker intended to satisfy the order request (i.e., candidate profiles that 
match job criteria, 1312, figure 13); forwarding information corresponding to the 
candidate submission to the client for review (employer informed of the ranked 
matchings 1314, column 15, lines 51-56); wherein forwarding includes notifying the 
client of the suggested worker by automatically generating and sending an electronic 
mail message to the client (i.e., employer informed of the ranked matching 
depending on the notification scheme that has been selected, including e-mail, 
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column 15, lines 51-56 and column 5, lines 28-32), receiving from the client a 
candidate approval associated with the suggested worker (i.e., candidate profile is 
updated with indicated interest or feedback 1110, figure 11); and notifying the 
supplier of the candidate approval (i.e., recruiter is notified that interest has been 
indicated by employer, 1 1 12, figure 11), determining the current stage of the order 
request (i.e., which step of the process the job posting is currently at, figure 13), and 
generating a second display screen including a listing of order requests associated 
with a particular user (i.e., the employer database and job posting database are 
updated to reflect the addition of a new job posting 1306, figure 13); and associating 
with each order request listed in the second display screen the corresponding status 
display component (i.e., which step of the process the job posting is currently at, 
figure 13). 

Kurzius et al does not disclose generating a first display screen including status 
display components associated with each stage of the order request, wherein the 
status display components correspond to a series of bars equal to the number of 
stages, the method further comprising: highlighting the number of bars 
corresponding to the current stage; and modifying each status display component to 
reflect the current stage of the order request, and generating a display screen 
providing a summary of action taken on the order request during each processing 
stage, wherein the display screen displays, for each processing stage. 

Tracey et al disclose managers able to graphically determine who is responsible 
for a project at any stage and the system displaying status information derived from 
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a database and updated as work is performed (column 3, lines 1-6). Further, Tracey 
et al disclose a display generator that creates colored bars or other visually 
identifiable symbols on a display screen that symbolizes output and status. In 
addition, Tracey et al disclose applications for the features described in a variety of 
workflow contexts, including tracking and managing of tasks (column 5, lines 49-56), 
therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include a status display components correspond to a 
series of bars equal to the number of stages in Kurzius et al, as seen in Tracey et al, 
as an efficient manner of tracking the status of the job posting process. 

As per claim 21 , Kurzius et al disclose displaying at least one of an order request 
associated with the supplier (i.e., recruiter version of the job posting review template 
126, column 7, lines 38-47), a time taken for the supplier to respond to the order 
request, and a number of candidates the supplier has provided in fulfillment of the 
order request. 

Claim 37 is rejected based upon the same rationale as the rejections of claims 9 
and 22. 

9. Claims 1 0, 1 1 , and 25-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kurzius et al, in view of Nadkarni (USPN 6,266,659), in further 
view of Tracey et al (USPN 6,798,413). 

As per claim 10, Kurzius et al disclose computer-implemented method for 
ordering workers (system 10 for automated candidate recruiting and processing, 
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figure 1), comprising: wherein the order request is processed in a number of stages 
(i.e., process by which new postings can be created and registered by an employer, 
column 14, lines 55-56); receiving at least one candidate submission from the 
notified select group of suppliers, including information identifying a suggested 
worker intended to satisfy the order request (i.e., candidate profiles, added and 
deleted by recruiter in database server 30, that match the job criteria 1312, column 
12, lines 63-67, figure 13); and notifying a client associated with the order request of 
the candidate submission (i.e., employer is informed of ranked matching 1314, figure 
13). 

Kurzius et al does not explicitly disclose determining, from a set of suppliers, a 
select group of suppliers capable of satisfying an order request based on stored 
information associated with the set of suppliers, the stored information including at 
least an identification of types of workers associated with each supplier; notifying 
each supplier in the select group of suppliers about the order request. Nadkarni 
discloses the employer search restricted to select groups of vendors, based on 
preferred qualifications (column 5, lines 56-60), wherein information about 
candidates associated with the vendor are stored in a database in step 307 (column 
6, lines 60-66). 

Neither Kurzius et al nor Nadkarni disclose displaying a summary of action taken 
on the order request during each processing stage. Tracey et al disclose managers 
able to graphically determine who is responsible for a project at any stage and the 
system displaying status information derived from a database and updated as work 
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is performed (column 3, lines 1-6). Further, Tracey et al disclose applications for the 
features described in a variety of workflow contexts, including tracking and 
managing of tasks (column 5, lines 49-56). In addition, both Kurzius et al and 
Nadkarni are concerned with effective recruitment of potential candidates, therefore 
it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include determining a select group of suppliers capable of 
satisfying an order request based on stored information associated with the set of 
suppliers, and a summary report display component in Kurzius et al, as seen in 
Nadkarni and Tracey et al, respectively, as an efficient manner of determining 
capable suppliers and tracking the status of the job posting process. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected based upon the same rationale as the rejection of claim 10, 
since it is the computer program claim corresponding to the method claim. 

As per claims 25 and 28, Kurzius et al disclose determining the current stage of 
the order request (i.e., which step of the process the job posting is currently at, figure 
13). Neither Kurzius et al nor Nadkarni disclose generating a first display screen 
including status display components associated with each stage of the order 
request; and modifying each status display component to reflect the current stage of 
the order request. Tracey et al disclose managers able to graphically determine who 
is responsible for a project at any stage and the system displaying status information 
derived from a database and updated as work is performed (column 3, lines 1-6). 
Further, Tracey et al disclose applications for the features described in a variety of 
workflow contexts, including tracking and managing of tasks (column 5, lines 49-56), 
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therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include a status display components associated with 
each stage of the order request; and modifying each status display component in 
Kurzius et al, as seen in Tracey et al t as an efficient manner of tracking the status of 
the job posting process. 

As per claims 26 and 29, neither Kurzius et al nor Nadkarni disclose the status 
display components correspond to a series of bars equal to the number of stages, 
the method further comprising: highlighting the number of bars corresponding to the 
current stage. Tracey et al disclose managers able to graphically determine who is 
responsible for a project at any stage and the system displaying status information 
derived from a database and updated as work is performed (column 3, lines 1-6). 
Further, Tracey et al disclose a display generator that creates colored bars or other 
visually identifiable symbols on a display screen that symbolizes output and status 
(column 6, lines 47-49). In addition, Tracey et al disclose applications for the 
features described in a variety of workflow contexts, including tracking and 
managing of tasks (column 5, lines 49-56), therefore it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a 
status display components correspond to a series of bars equal to the number of 
stages in Kurzius et al, as seen in Tracey et al, as an efficient manner of tracking the 
status of the job posting process. 

As per claims 27 and 30, Kurzius et al does not explicitly disclose wherein the 
display screen displays, for each processing stage, text of an electronic mail sent to 
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a user associated with the order request. However, Kurzius discloses a variety of 
communication and notification methods, including electronic mail (column 14, lines 
28-32). In addition, Tracey et al disclose managers able to graphically determine 
who is responsible for a project at any stage and the system displaying status 
information derived from a database and updated as work is performed (column 3, 
lines 1-6). Further, Tracey et al disclose applications for the features described in a 
variety of workflow contexts, including tracking and managing of tasks (column 5, 
lines 49-56), therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to include a status display components 
correspond to a series of bars equal to the number of stages in Kurzius et al, as 
seen in Tracey et al, as an efficient manner of tracking the status of the job posting 
process. 

Response to Arguments 

10. In the Remarks, Applicant argues that neither Kurzius, Kenyon, nor Nadkarni 
teach all the elements in amended, independent claims 1, 9, 12, and 17, as well as 
dependent claims 6-8. These arguments are rendered moot based upon the new 
grounds of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andre Boyce whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6726. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on (571 ) 272-6729. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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